
In Michigan a Funeral Representative (sometimes called a “funeral 
director” or “funeral agent”) is the person you name in your will to handle
the practical and logistical matters surrounding your death.The role is  
distinct from the executor (who administers the estate) and focuses 
specifically on the arrangements for your burial, cremation, or other final
disposition. Below is a concise overview of what the appointment 
typically entails under Michigan law.

Core Responsibilities
Area What the Funeral Representative Does

Notification
Notifies close family members, friends, and any 
religious or cultural groups you wish to involve.

Funeral Home 
Coordination

Selects and contracts with a funeral home or 
crematory, providing them with any pre-arranged 
plans you left (e.g., prepaid services, preferred 
provider).

Disposition of 
Remains

Arranges for burial, interment, cremation, or other 
disposition according to your wishes. This includes 
securing a cemetery plot, ordering a casket or urn, 
and completing any necessary paperwork.

Obituary & 
Memorial Services

Drafts and submits an obituary (if desired), 
coordinates service details (date, time, location, 
clergy, music, readings), and oversees any memorial 
or celebration of life events.

Legal 
Documentation

Signs the death certificate (or authorizes the funeral 
director to do so), obtains any required permits (e.g., 
burial permits), and ensures compliance with state 
regulations such as the Michigan Public Health Code.

Handling Personal
Effects

May be asked to collect, preserve, or distribute 
personal belongings that are not part of the probate 
estate (e.g., jewelry, keepsakes).

Financial Matters 
Related to the 
Funeral

Pays for funeral expenses out of the estate’s assets 
(often from a designated fund or prepaid plan). If you 
have set aside money specifically for funeral costs, 
the representative can draw on those funds.

Communication 
with the Executor

Keeps the executor informed of expenses incurred 
and provides receipts, which become part of the 
estate accounting.



How the Role Interacts With the Executor
•Separate Duties: The funeral representative’s duties end once the 
funeral or memorial arrangements are completed and any related 
payments are made. The executor continues with the broader 
administration of the estate (paying debts, filing tax returns, distributing 
assets).
•Collaboration: The two roles usually coordinate closely. For example, 
the executor may need to release funds so the funeral representative 
can pay for services, and the funeral representative must provide 
receipts for the executor’s records.

Legal Authority & Limitations
1.Statutory Basis – Michigan’s probate statutes (MCL 
§§700.2101  -700.2115) recognize the appointment of a funeral 
representative in a will. The appointment gives the person the authority 
to act on behalf of the decedent for the specific purposes listed above.
2.Scope of Power – The authority is limited to funeral-related matters. 
The representative cannot, for instance, sell real property, settle debts 
unrelated to the funeral, or distribute assets—those powers belong to 
the executor.
3.Fiduciary Duty – While the role is narrower than that of an executor, the
funeral representative still owes a fiduciary duty to act in good faith, 
follow the decedent’s wishes, and keep accurate records.
4.Revocation – If the decedent later amends the will or creates a 
separate document (e.g., a written “funeral instruction”), that later 
expression can supersede the original appointment, provided it complies
with Michigan’s formalities for testamentary changes.

Practical Tips for Your Daughter
•Gather Documents – Locate any prepaid funeral contracts, burial plots, 
cemetery deeds, or written instructions you left. Provide copies to the 
funeral home and to the executor.
•Contact a Funeral Home Early – Even before the death occurs, many 
families arrange a meeting with a funeral director to discuss 
preferences. This can simplify the process later.
•Maintain Records – Keep receipts, invoices, and any correspondence. 
These will be needed for the estate’s final accounting.
•Coordinate with the Executor – Discuss timing for releasing funds and 
ensure the executor knows when the funeral expenses are settled.



•Know the Timeline – Michigan law generally requires a death certificate 
within a few days and permits burial or cremation within 10 days, unless 
a longer period is requested and approved by the court.

Bottom Line
By naming you as the Funeral Representative, the will grants you the 
authority to manage all aspects of the decedent’s final disposition—
choosing a funeral home, arranging burial or cremation, handling related 
paperwork, and paying the associated costs—while working alongside 
the executor who handles the rest of the estate. Your role is focused, 
fiduciary, and essential for ensuring the decedent’s wishes are honored 
in a timely, respectful manner.
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